TAKE WITH HEADPHONES AND A G&T 

“This is best heard through headphones and a G&T,” grins Anne L. Ryan as her mellifluous vocals spill out once again from the speakers.

We’re listening to tracks from Anne’s album Moving Tone, a record that’s been twenty years in the making. Not that this should be seen as a slur against her creativity or work rate, mind. Rather it’s the work of an artist who after a long walk has found her own voice.

Everything about Moving Tone suggests a long cherished project that has finally fallen into place. From the availability of artists of the calibre of Eric Roche, Dave Olney and Simon Fell to more and more friends pleading with her to record some songs. From being settled to having the confidence and knowledge to know exactly what she wanted from the finished product.

That’s not to say the making of the album was easy. Even after finding the right space in her life, the project was still dogged by technical problems – finally overcome by Simon Fell - and Moving Tone has taken over two years to get from conception to delivery.

The result, however, is worth the wait. Moving Tone is a breathy concoction of high quality, acoustic, free form folk. It’s thoughtful mood music with Anne’s strong interpretative vocals weaving their way behind, through and in front of the instruments with a sinuous, shiny grace. This is particularly true of the album’s title track, which captures perfectly a place and a moment we’d all like to be in with a wisdom and force that leaves you stunned.

But then given her history that’s hardly surprising.

Anne’s involvement in acoustic and folk music dates back more than twenty years, to when she was a teenager singing in the clubs of Dublin. Her approach was heavily influenced by the Irish ‘old style’ (sean –nos) tradition and an outstanding sensitivity for the interpretation of song a cappella, whilst early career highlights include performances on RTE and being runner up in the original song competition at the Kilkenny Beer Festival.

Further musical adventures followed. From the depths of Connamara where she lived and sang locally learning about sean nos - across to the cafes of Vienna before Anne returned to the UK and founded the Oxford Acoustic Music Club.  Here she promoted artists of the calibre of The Oyster Band, Martin Carthy and Richard Thompson, whilst still performing as both a solo artist and with others.

That might have been enough for most people, and indeed a move to Cambridge coincided with a barren period in Anne’s musical life, but it left her frustrated. “Everything stopped. I wasn’t even playing at home and I didn’t survive very well.” It took the Cambridge Folk Club to breathe new life into Anne’s musical yearnings and, after time spent gradually reacquainting herself with the intricacies of performing and promoting, the drive to make an album gathered momentum.

In that sense, Moving Tone has the feel of an album whose time has come. “Although this album is the culmination of dreams I’ve had for an awfully long time I don’t wish I’d done it earlier,” says Anne. “Sometimes you don’t have access to the people you need and over the past couple of years my musical direction and the musicians I’ve come into contact with have given me renewed impetus. 

“It’s a happy collision of circumstances.”

A happy collision it may be, but now the album is out, “I’m very focused at the moment because I’m doing something I enjoy very much.”

Anne will perform Moving Tone live with a quartet on Saturday, 22 January 2005 at 8pm. Simon Fell has arranged the songs from Moving Tone for this performance and he will also play double bass.  There will also be some new songs.  After this, Anne will be seeking out  promoters who share her passion for singing in quality, small, intimate venues where it’s all to do with the drama of the performance.

“I see it as something I have to do. If I didn’t seize the moment now, after everything that has happened, I’d never forgive myself.”

And do you know what? With this sort of quality she might just make it. 

Go and listen for yourself as Anne plays live tracks from Moving Tone on  Saturday, 22 January 2005 8pm at Emmanual United Reformed Church, Trumpington Street, Cambridge CB2 1RR.   Tickets are £8 (door), £7 (concessions) £6 (advance). You can purchase your ticket on-line www.movingtone.com where you will also find a map and directions to the venue.  For telephone information please ring 01223-262775.
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